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PART III 


PRESSING THE FIGHT FOR FREEDOM 


INTRODUCTION * 


ELIOT WADSWORTH, Presiding 
Former Assistant Secretary of The Treasury 


T this concluding session of the semi-annual meeting 
of the Academy, I want to thank the speakers who 


participated in the morning and afternoon sessions. 
Their interesting papers will be published in due course in 
our PROCEEDINGS which constitute an interesting record of the 
changing political and economic problems confronting this 
country in the years since the Academy held its first meeting. 
I am not going to read all the titles of past meetings, but they 
suggest the ups and downs of our national economy. 

Today our subject is manpower. Only a few years ago we 
were discussing the question of how to spread the work. If 
we look back to the last war, we were concerned with such 
problems as how to consolidate the peace, what to do with the 
League of Nations, how to control inflation, how to stabilize 
foreign exchange, how to promote world trade. Similar prob- 
lems compel our attention today, for the present war has so 
disrupted our economy that we must once again strive to pre- 
serve those things which only a ‘short generation ago seemed 
permanent. 

Our particular subject this evening is “ Pressing the Fight 
for Freedom ”’. Could anything be more comprehensive than 
that? It reminds us that, though the fight for freedom from 
a military point of view may end in a reasonably short time in 
the foe’s unconditional surrender, we must also think of that 


* Opening remarks at the Third Session of the Semi-Annual Meeting. 
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fight in terms of what will be done after unconditional sur- 
render. How shall we make sure once more of the freedoms 
that we have all enjoyed for years in this country? We have 
already given up some of them, and we are ready to give up 
many more. We are no longer free agents, any of us, and we 
do not expect to be. Freedom, as we knew it, is temporarily 
limited by the one great object of winning the war. But we 
shall be discussing various phases of the fight for freedom 
long after the military conflict is won. 

Our first speaker is well known in this company. He has 
spoken here three times in the past. Most of his life has been 
devoted to public service—with the commission that helped to 
negotiate the Treaty of Versailles, with the League of Nations, 
as an adviser concerning post-war reparations. In 1937 he 
was elected to Parliament from Oxford. It is a great pleasure 
to be able to present him once more to a meeting of the 
Academy. Sir Arthur Salter! [Applause] 
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